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BRIEF MENTION 145 

analysis of the poem is especially to be noted and examined. He indicates, with fine 
discrimination, the dramatis personae of the poem, at the head of each separate division. 
The translation is made with full knowledge of the original text, and is generally 
happy. 

But when the author says the poem dates from 914 to 902 B.C. he does not take 
sufficient account of the facts of the language. The ground that Tirzah is mentioned 
is rather a small basis for the early date, while the many Aramaic peculiarities point 
distinctly to a late date. Four excursuses on the text of the Song of Songs are especially 
valuable for the exegete of this rather troublesome poem. 

I. M. P. 
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Adams.) New York: Scribner. 60 cents net per vol. 

Long-drawn-out expositions and sermons have had their day. Many ministers 

and most laymen will not read them. Their mere verbosity has been their death. 

Teachers, preachers, and readers want conciseness, perspicuity, and brevity. The 

"Short Course Series" has these characteristics. An entire theme is disposed of in 

seven or eight chapters, covering less than 130 pages of delightful print. 

The Story of Joseph is a series of sermons which use as their themes eight central 
ideas in the life of that character. They are not so much expositions of the life of 
Joseph as they are applications of fundamental principles to the everyday life of our 
times. At the end we know little more about Joseph as a factor in the life of ancient 
Egypt or as an ancestor of Israel, but we see in his own life some ideals realized that 
should inspire us in the twentieth century. The treatment is homiletical rather than 
expository, and breathes the spirit of the pulpit. 

A Mirror of the Soul reflects a study of the Psalter. The author fills his chapters 
with quotations from such writers as one finds cited in Prothero's The Psalms in 
Human Life. The chapters, too, abound in citations from the Psalms themselves, 
arrayed under such themes as "communion with God," "the grace of meditation," 
"the face of nature," "the oil of gladness," and "the beauty of holiness." These 
somewhat sermonic subjects are expanded into discussions of the superb value of the 
Psalter, supported by citations here and there of verses that illustrate the point. The 
total impression upon the reader is the fact that the Psalter is the richest literary 
source of spiritual truth available for the human soul. 

The Divine Drama of Job is a presentation in eight discourses of the problems of 
the book. The author writes vigorously and states the case without reserve. There 
is little doubt as to his meaning, except possibly in his theological treatment of 
"Satan in Literature and in Life." He has used the best authorities and does not 
hesitate to put his opinions into the strongest terms. His characterization of the 
personages in the poem are practically those of Davidson in his "Cambridge Bible" 
commentary. There is more exposition and less homiletics in this volume than in 
the two already noticed. The reader who peruses this little volume will follow a virile 
writer. 

Each of the three books is supplied with a supplementary note which mentions 
a few of the most helpful works on the theme of the volume. 

I. M. P. 



